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This 40th anniversary is a very sentimental occasion for me. I am thrilled that LAA has
prospered beyond my most ambitious hopes. I think the two principal reasons are a great subject
and a great leadership: our three editors-in-chief. I know of no other journal with Cerberus guarding
the gates to publication, but it seems to work well.
Today, I want to call special attention to the contribution of Hans Schneider. I retired as editor-
in-chief because I could not manage the flow of work and fell far behind. Hans was kind enough to
take over, and he kept the journal flowing for seven years until joined by Richard Brualdi, and more
recently by Volker Mehrmann. I owe Hans many thanks for various personal and professional
courtesies during our long friendship, which I have tried to match. But my debt to him for saving
LAA is beyond reciprocation.
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